Library Warm-up Activity


[image: ]Go to the EPA website. Google it or go directly to https://www.epa.gov 



1. How many times is “climate change” or “climate” mentioned on today’s homepage? 

2. In the blue navigation bar at the top, click on Environmental Topics.  How would you find the topic “Climate Change” on this page? 



[image: ]Go back to www.epa.gov and read the small text at the top of this page.  Now click on January 19, 2017 Web Snapshot or go to https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/


Please read the red banner at the top. 
1. How many times is “climate change” or “climate” mentioned on the homepage from January 19, 2017?

In the blue navigation bar at the top, click on Environmental Topics.  Then click on “Climate Change.”  What do you see?

Go to the Internet Archive’s Wayback Machine.  Google it or go directly to https://archive.org/web and type “EPA” into the search box.  Click on the first result (www.epa.gov). Find a snapshot from January 31, 2008.
[image: ]
1. How many times is “climate change” or “climate” mentioned on the EPA homepage from January 31, 2008?
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Information Has Value -- Information or the lack of information can be used to influence people.
“Value may also be leveraged by individuals and organizations to effect change and for civic, economic, social, or personal gains.” 

Discussion Questions
Please critically reflect on the EPA website as it appeared during the Trump, Obama, and Bush presidencies.  Discuss with your partner.


1. What might you expect to see that is missing/what’s missing from the new EPA website?


2.   How does this impact our understanding of climate change?  
a. How does this impact schoolchildren?
b. How does this impact voters and taxpayers?
c. How does this impact scientists?
d. How does this impact democracy?
2. What social, economic, political, and power structures influence the production and dissemination of climate change information on the EPA website (or any government website)? 
a. Who benefits? Who is burdened? (or who are the winners & losers?)
3. How do government priorities impact research and data accessibility?

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Does this change the way you think about government websites. Why or why not?
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Jan 28 - Fifty-three companies surpass EPA Green Power Goals
These purchases totalled more than six billion kilowatt-

hours (kWh) of green power annually, equal to avoiding the

carbon dioxide emissions of:
« more than 570,000,000 gallons of gasoline, or
« the electricity needed to power nearly 670,000 average
American homes.
Jan 24 - Greening the Planet and Our Econom
comunicado de prensa
Jan 17 - Massev Eneray fined $20 million in largest civil penalty ever
for water violations
Jan 16 - Sindlair O Agrees to Improved Refinery Pllution Controls

- Student Style

Jan 15 - MAlandill hamnesses renewable eneray from landfills

Jan 15 - Maine firm facing fine for oil spill violations

Jan 14 - Beach arants help make beach visits safe

Jan 14 - Supervisor sentenced for illeqal asbestos removal at PA
stk

Discussion with Ben Grumbles,
Assistant Administrator for
Water, on water efficiency and
the WaterSense program.

Watch the video
Watch more Green Scenes
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