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Open Access is…
The free, immediate, online availability of research 
articles coupled with rights to use these articles fully in 
the digital environment. 

Open Access ensures that anyone can access and use 
these results - to turn ideas into industries and 
breakthroughs into better lives. 

The Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition



Open Access is…

The free, immediate, online availability of research 
articles coupled with rights to use these articles fully in 
the digital environment.



Our Current Publishing Model is Outdated!

Once published, those that contributed to the research 
(from taxpayers to the institutions that supported the 
research itself) have to pay again to access the 
findings. Though research is produced as a public good, 
it isn’t available to the public who paid for it.

The Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition



What is 
Information Privilege?

Information privilege is the idea 
that access to information can 
be based on an individual’s 
status, affiliation, or power.

You have institutional access



Why are Journal Articles so Expensive?
https://lj.libraryjournal.com/2017/04/publishing/new-world-same-model-periodicals-price-survey-2017/#_



What Are Paywalls?

A system that requires 
payment from users in order 

to access content.



Why Does It Matter?
Survey of Recent Graduates  

● 50% reported frustration with the loss of access to 
information resources at their alma mater, including 
campus library databases.  

● 73% reported difficulty with locating affordable 
sources after graduation.

Alison Head, “Staying Smart: How Today’s Graduates Continue to Learn Once They Complete College,” Project Information Literacy, 2016, 
retrieved from http://www.projectinfolit.org/uploads/2/7/5/4/27541717/staying_smart_pil_1_5_2 016b_fullreport.pdf. 



Case Study



Case Study



BEFORE



AFTER



What do you do next?

$50 for 24hrs 



● Search article title
● Search for author 

○ Look for their website, resume/vitae, or university



● Freely (and legally) downloadable versions



Directory of Open Access Journal

● Online directory that indexes and provides access to 
quality open access, peer-reviewed journals.

● All scientific and scholarly subjects



● All content freely available
○ What is the content?

■ 11,502 Journals
■ 3,075,553 Articles
■ From 126 Countries

https://doaj.org/search?source=%7B%22query%22:%7B%22filtered%22:%7B%22filter%22:%7B%22bool%22:%7B%22must%22:%5B%7B%22term%22:%7B%22index.language.exact%22:%22English%22%7D%7D%5D%7D%7D,%22query%22:%7B%22query_string%22:%7B%22query%22:%22social%20media%22,%22default_operator%22:%22AND%22%7D%7D%7D%7D,%22from%22:0,%22size%22:10%7D
https://doaj.org/search?source=%7B%22query%22:%7B%22filtered%22:%7B%22filter%22:%7B%22bool%22:%7B%22must%22:%5B%7B%22term%22:%7B%22index.language.exact%22:%22English%22%7D%7D%5D%7D%7D,%22query%22:%7B%22query_string%22:%7B%22query%22:%22social%20media%22,%22default_operator%22:%22AND%22%7D%7D%7D%7D,%22from%22:0,%22size%22:10%7D


What If You Can’t Find a Copy?

You are looking for a published version, but there may 
be different versions out on the internet

● Look for a different version of the publication
○ Pre-Print: Author’s Manuscript (no peer-review)
○ Post-Print: Author’s final manuscript (contains 

peer-review, but no journal branding)



What version are you looking at?



http://digitalcommons.lmu.edu/phil_fac/29/

Free Pre-Print from 
http://digitalcommons.lmu.edu/phil_fac/29/

$34 from Oxford Academic
https://doi.org/10.1093/mind/fzs036



Subject Repositories

● Collections of research from a particular subject 
area or discipline
○ arXiv - e-Print archive hosted by Cornell of over a 

million e-prints in Physics, Mathematics, Computer 
Science, Quantitative Biology, Quantitative 
Finance and Statistics



Subject Repositories
● bioRxiv - a preprint server for biology
● Cogprints - an archive of self-archived papers in 

Psychology, Neuroscience, Linguistics, and 
Computer Science

● Social Science Research Network - collaborative of 
authors to disseminate social science research

● SocArXiv - open archive of the social sciences 



PubMed
● Largest free database of biomedical citations and 

abstracts of 5,200 journals in 30 languages dating 
back to 1949

● Topics include: medicine, nursing, dentistry, 
veterinary medicine, and the health care system



Academia.edu & ResearchGate
● For-Profit Scholarly Social Networks
● Academics use these sites to share their research 

and follow the research of others
● Sometimes they add full-text PDFs of their 

publications
● Not necessary legal sharing



Institutional Repositories
● Check out if the faculty members are employed at a 

school with an institutional repository. 
● Institutional repositories centralize, preserve, and 

make accessible campus scholarly research - they 
might have a copy of the author’s publication 
○ Digital Commons @ LMU & LLS 



OA Button

Find an open 
access copy of the 

work you were 
looking for.



This tool can also 
facilitate a direct 
email request to the 
author for a copy of 
the paper.

https://openaccessbutton.org/
https://openaccessbutton.org/


UnPaywall

A Browser extension that finds 
a free version of the article 
you’re looking at. 

The extension searches more 
than 5,300 repositories 
worldwide, including preprint 
servers and institutional 
databases. 

Click the 
green lock! 
There’s a free 
copy 
somewhere 
else!



UnPaywall A green ‘unlock’ 
sign means a free 
version of the 
paper is available 
elsewhere. 

A grey ‘lock’ icon 
means the tool 
could not locate a 
free version.

https://unpaywall.org/products/extension
https://unpaywall.org/products/extension


Field Trip
● Visit the local public library
● Visit the closest academic 

library 



Activity Time!
Are you sitting next to a partner?



Reflection

Google Form



Open Access: 
Strategies and Tools for Life after LMU 

LibGuide

http://libguides.lmu.edu/SURP/OA
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