TITLE: Scholarship as Literal Conversation

DESCRIPTION: This activity helps students collectively practice summarizing, paraphrasing and quoting. To begin, students have a conversation as a class on any topic of their choosing. The instructor transcribes the conversation and then as a group, the class examines the conversation and writes summaries, paraphrases and quotes.

FRAMEWORK FOR INFORMATION LITERACY FOR HIGHER EDUCATION FRAME(S):
· Scholarship as conversation

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
· Students will be able to effectively summarize, paraphrase, and quote, using in-text citations

AUDIENCE: High school, community college, and/or first year undergraduate students

ESTIMATED CLASSROOM TIME: ~25-35 minutes

PREPARATION: The instructor can prepare a few suggested topics on conversation - but they should be general and only be used to prompt a student conversation if they do not suggest their own topic.

OUTLINE:
1. Introduce Scholarship as Conversation (using Burke’s Parlor is one option) - 5 minutes
2. Ask students to conduct a conversation on a topic of their choosing - 10 minutes
· Instructor transcribes the conversation as it takes place, projected onto a screen for everyone to see
· Make sure to include student names so you know who said what. If you are use first names during the conversation, at the end, take a moment to discuss academic writing, and how we use last names, and change the names as needed. Or you can have that conversation at the beginning and start with last names.
· Ask probing questions to push the conversation forward if necessary (e.g. Why do you think Marvel is better than DC Comics? Can you tell us more about Wonder Woman and why you like her?)
3. Have students examine the conversation they have as transcribed. Ask them to, individually or in groups, summarize the conversation they just had, include in-text citations. - 2-5 minutes
4. To practice paraphrasing, instructor should begin by writing a BAD paraphrase, only changing one word. As the class what they think of the paraphrase, and discuss why this doesn’t work. - 2-5 minutes
5. Then have the class, individually or in small groups, write their own paraphrase, including in-text citations 2-5 minutes
6. Lastly, individually or in small groups, have students write their own sentence quoting the conversation, including in-text citations. 2-5 minutes 
7. Share the document with students after the class for reference.

Alternative suggestion: have students anonymously submit their summaries, paraphrases and quotes via a google form, then analyze them collectively as a class.
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ATTACHMENTS:
· Sample Transcription & Summary, Paraphrase & Quote
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